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It’s unbelievable that | got the chance to go to America so soon. |
thought it’ll wait until | was junior in college. Though | had eager go abroad for
a long time. | had dreamed about visiting England and USA since | was young.
Because my English teacher was a British and the other teacher was an
American. They both taught me a lot and shared their experience in their
home town with us, so | got more chance to know about foreign countries.
That’s why | wanted to visit those places.

| was thrilled about going abroad. My relatives gave me a lot blessing and
supports. Because one of my cousins was studying there, they thought it was a
great opportunity to go and see the outside world. My family supported me,
too. My grandmother told me her experience in America and what | should be
cautious about. They helped me packing and get ready for going abroad alone.

We had two classes in everyday morning and in the afternoon time we had
different activities. One of the teachers was Leanne. She taught us about
American culture such as American food, football, NBA games, and introduced
those places we would visit. The other teacher was Elizabeth who was more
serious. She taught us about dating in America compare to Taiwan, dating
vocabulary and idioms, how to give a good oral presentation, making
valentines cards. In the evening, around ten people would gather together in
my room. We had dinner and snacks. And we also watched TV, played cards,
wrote our homework together. We made our own dinner most of the time,
sometimes we ate the microwave foods. This kind of food was like real
lunchbox. It tasted good, too. | enjoyed the night time being with them.

It was a lovely sunny day when we visited Stanford University. Alumni came
and welcome us. They walked through the campus with us. It was splendid.
Every department had their own building. The Memorial Church was
magnificent. They shared their experience with us, asked us how we got the
chance to visit America, who pay for it, if we like here so far. | learned from an
alumna that we must not afraid of change, we can start from zero and get to
the top again as we have the heart to do it, so we should grab the opportunity
of things we would like to try, and work hard on it. We had Chinese lunchbox
for lunch. It felt like eating at home. After eating, we showed the dance we
prepared and sang the school song for them. They were touched and they
gave each of us a See’s chocolate bar. They also sang a song ‘sister’ to us. |
bought a Stanford T-shirt for memorial and two mugs which had mom and dad
written on for my parents in the bookstore. We went up to the Hoover towel.
The view up there was so beautiful. | could see the entire school. We went to
Stanford shopping center afterwards. We all bought the See’s candy because it



tasted great. At night, we had dinner at Fang Yuan coffee restaurant. The
restaurant belongs to an alumna of international business. She advised us to
order spicy chicken, which was not spicy and pearl milk tea. The food was
delicious. | am really appreciating them for giving us such a wonderful day,
because we may not have a chance to come again, though | hope | can
someday.

Super Bowl Sunday is the day of the final football game. It was Pittsburgh
Steelers versus Arizona Cardinals. There were many amazing touchdowns.
Cardinals were supposed to win the game. But something unbelievable
happened. Number 10 player Holmes caught the ball and made a touchdown
at the corner of the end zone. After Steelers got the touchdown only 35
seconds had left. It’s hard for Cardinals to get another touchdown in such a
short time. Therefore, Pittsburgh won the game 27:23. It’s there six times
being the champion of the Super Bowl. During the game, | felt so excited and
wanted to shout at them to cheer them. | learned that we never know who
would win the game until the last minute. Do not celebrate too early cause
things can be changed at any moment.

We had a tour to the State Capital. The building was white and pretty. Inside
was like a palace. Everything looked so elegant. We went upstairs to the
senate chamber and assembly chamber. That was so real and some senators
were still working there. The governor Arnold Schwarzenegger was having a
meeting in the office. | really wanted to see him. However, we did not know
when the meeting would end, so we didn’t see him.

We went to San Francisco for a day trip. The weather was not good. It was
windy and drizzling. We went to the Fisherman’s Wharf Pier 39. Lots of boats
and sea gulls were there by the coast. We walked through the crooked street
in the world. Everybody bought some chocolate from Ghirardelli. Their
chocolate had many kinds of flavor. | like them and each of them had their own
special taste. We walked on the magnificent Golden Gate Bridge. The scenery
was striking and fascinating. Wow, that was the place | had seen in movies.
Cable cars were used to take passengers going up and down on those steep
roads. That would save people’s time and safer. Local people thought it was a
great system. | thought it was, too.

We had fun playing volleyball and basketball in the gym. We went to Arco
arena to watch a NBA game, Sacramento Kings vs. Utah Jazz. It was an exciting
game. The retirement of Chris Webber ceremony was held during halftime. He
did a great job while in the team. Therefore, his number 4 jersey was retired
forever. Audiences were standing, showing their respects and screaming,



cheering for him. How impressive!

The day we went to Old Sacramento was the museum day. This means we
could enter every museum for free. We went to the railroad museum, the
military museum and the history museum. They displayed lots of trains in both
real size and toy ones. They taught us the history about how the railroad was
built years ago. Chinese helped a lot for building the railroad. One thing
shocked us was that a caption sat on the couch without moving in the room
which made us thought he was a fake model. Therefore, we decided to go in
and touch it to make sure. As we went so close to him, suddenly he said
“Hello.” That took my breath away. He was a kind man and took a picture with
us by acting his special pose. The postcard book of trains was designed in a
thoughtful way. It had two parts, so after you sent the cards to others you still
could keep the other parts like a book for memory. Consequently, | bought one.
We also saw The Tower Bridge which was a major Sacramento landmark.

We also find another day to go downtown again by ourselves, because we
hadn’t gone to the shopping mall yet. We took the light rail and got off at the
right stop. Many famous brands’ shops were there such as GAP, American
Eagles, Levis, and so on. And many things were on sale. We started to look
around all the shops. | bought some clothes and clothing accessories. We had
pizza combos for lunch. | was full after eating. We kept shopping all the
afternoon. In the Bath & Body Works, we tried different flavors of the cream,
body lotion and shampoo. They all had sweet smells, but some of the smell
was too strong that pushed me back.

By the time we decided to go back, it was already dark outside. We didn’t
know where we could get on the light rail, because we needed to go on the
opposite side. We walked pass the streets which we thought was the right way,
however, there were less and less people on the street and strange screams
came out. Therefore, we went back to the mall trying to find a shop to ask for
help, unfortunately the shops had closed. “Why did they close so early? It was
just six pm.”, came in my mind. But here was America, the stores closed at five
most of the times. And what was worse, it started raining. Luckily, a Spanish
lady helped us while we were standing there not knowing what to do. Actually
she wanted to change money with us to buy the tickets. But we just asked her
how we could get back to the university. She comforted us nothing to be
worried and showed us how to transfer. She also took a map of the light rail
for us and reminded where to go off. It was so nice of her. Finally, we got back
to lofts safe and sound. What an adventurous day!

The food | tried there were Mexican chicken roll, Subway turkey sandwiches,



macadamia nuts ice cream, French fries, donuts, barony cakes, chocolates
fruits, instant noodles and so on. The food was tasty and delicious. Most food
was in big size. | like American food but | do not think | would like to eat
everyday because | may be too fat.

Flying on an airplane was not fun at all. The seat was small and the chair
was not comfortable. The food was not so good and the noise of the engine
was loud. When we encountered the air turbulence, the plane shook up and
down which made me feel anxious and scared. But the movies they showed
were not on the screen yet in Taiwan. So it was good to watch those movies
early than others and also saved money. Sitting on the chair for a long time
was exhausted. When | got off, my whole body was sore.

| found that Starbucks coffee were everywhere to America as 7-11s to
Taiwan. | was joyful when | visited many places | had seen in movies or on TV. |
felt like | was one of the characters standing there having photograph. How
amazing! Going abroad by myself let me know that we must well prepared for
many things and get ready to face anything unexpected. | think | became
braver and more mature after this trip. And | make more friends from different
departments. We still keep a good relationship when we are back in Tunghai.

Americans were friendly. They said hello to each others on trains no matter
you knew him or not. They could start talking about what’s going on and how
they feel, something like that. Leanne said that people do that all the time,
sometimes they think it is a good way to tell your feelings because they do not
know you, so they won’t judge you or tell your friends what you just said, it
was more relaxed. Maybe we should try that. Nowadays in such hurry and
busy cities, people become less friendly and selfish.

Through all these past two weeks, | learned a lot and had a great time.
Though, we did not get the chance to study with foreign students, it still
worthwhile. It encourages me to study harder and get my English better. If |
want to study abroad in the future, | have to prepare earlier. | should find what
| am interested in and work hard on it. Keep some good hobbies, so life would
have more fun and become happier. California is a beautiful place and | would
like to visit again.

| am grateful for my parents, my family, Tunghai university, and alumni who
supported me so much. | also want to thank Nora, Iris who took care of us,
Leanne, Elizabeth who taught us about America culture, and all the activity
assistants who drove us to many places and helped us when we got trouble.
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